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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which

when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all

that he hath, and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto

a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of

great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

Matthew 13:44-46, KJV

Can Heaven be bought? Is there a price? Consider what Isaiah said,

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no

money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and

without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and

your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye

that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear,

and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting

covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

Isaiah 55:1-3, KJV

Why no price? Jesus said,

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he

bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

John 19:30, KJV

It is finished is “tetelestai”, which was used by merchants in the day of Christ to mean

“the debt is paid in full”. They wrote it across bills when the payments were finished. Is this

what is meant by the parable? Is it Jesus who sells everything to get Heaven? Foolishness!

Heaven is because Jesus is there. Consider the widow’s mite:
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And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast

money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And there

came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.

And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you,

That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the

treasury: For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did

cast in all that she had, even all her living.

Mark 12:41-44, KJV

Did she buy heaven cheap? Was there a clearance on grace? More foolishness! She

considered the money as nothing compared to following God, so she did not hold it tight.

She gave all her possessions in this world because they were insignificant compared to the

wealth in Christ. Keep this in mind as we look at one of the most difficult parables of Jesus,

And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had

a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods.

And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give

an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward. Then the

steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me

the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed. I am resolved what to

do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their

houses. So he called every one of his lords debtors unto him, and said unto the

first, How much owest thou unto my lord? And he said, An hundred measures

of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.

Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred

measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.

And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the

children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light. And

I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness;

that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations. He that

is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust

in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the

unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye

have not been faithful in that which is another mans, who shall give you that

which is your own? No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the

one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.

Ye cannot serve God and mammon. And the Pharisees also, who were covetous,

heard all these things: and they derided him. And he said unto them, Ye are

they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that

which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.

Luke 16:1-15, KJV
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The steward did evil and was commended. Is this what we should learn? It seems to

suggest buying Heaven. Notice no payment goes to God, what is sought is a warm reception.

Think of the teachings of Christ to the sheep and goats,

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink:

I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and

ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

Matthew 25:34-36, KJV

Is this not what we have? A warm reception to those who did good in Christ’s name.

Why? Because the things of this life did not hold sway, rather the believers eyes are on

Heaven. It costs to be a disciple. It costs all you have that you cannot keep. It costs all the

worthless trinkets of this life. Count the cost.

And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto

them, If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife,

and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be

my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot

be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down

first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply,

after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold

it begin to mock him, Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to

finish. Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down

first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that

cometh against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is yet a

great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. So

likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot

be my disciple. Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall

it be seasoned? It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men

cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Luke 14:25-35, KJV

Love the Lord with all your heart, that is buying.

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me:

and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will

manifest myself to him. Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that

thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? Jesus answered and

said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love

him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth

me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the

Fathers which sent me.
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John 14:21-24, KJV).
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